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We would remind those who douht the correctness of this
theory that the poles of the globe of Saturn and that of Ju-
piter are much more flat than those of the Earth ; which is
explained by the greater velocity of the rotation of each upon
its axis. Our days are 24 hours long, whereas those of Jupi-
ter and Saturn are only 10 hours. Greater rapidity of rota-
tion produces a correspondingly increased depression at the
extremities of the axis. This geometrical result demonstrates
the justice of the assimilation in their respective origin which
we maintain between the Earth and the other planets.

In the warm waters of the basin of the seas the first living
beings which existed upon our globe appeared. Animal liie
commenced in the waters, in the primitive forms of zoophytes
and mollusca, as we know, because zoophytes and mollusca,
with the addition of a few articulates, composed the animal
remains found in the transition strata which come after the
primary formations. The first vegetables are found in the
same transition strata, they are mosses, algae, and ferns.

When the earth had become somewhat cooler, phaneroga-
mous vegetables appeared upon the continents. Numerous
vegetable species were simultaneously created, for the flora
of the secondary formations is extremely rich and varied.

It was the same in the case of animals. So the zoophytes,
mollusca, and fish which existed in the transition period suc-
ceeded reptiles, in the secondary formation, which inhabited
both land and sea. At this period appeared those monstrous
saurian reptiles, whose formidable shapes, and collossal dimen-
sions fill us with surprise and almost with dismay. Then